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CAPE Friday 5 June

TOWN 11:00 - 12:30 Women as Workers and Warriors
13:30 - 15:00 Filmmaking as Reparative Practice

CAPE Saturday 6 June

TOWN 11:30 - 13:00 Reclaiming Culture as a Restorative Pathway
13:45 - 15:15 The Role of the Storyteller and Museum in

Repatriation and Spiritual Justice

20:00 - 00:00 Encounters Opening Party
10:00 - 12:00 Beginnings and Openings
13:30 - 15:00 The Editing Process as Reparative Practice
20:00 - 00:00 Encounters Opening Party

CAPE Monday 8 June

TOWN 10:30 - 12:00 Masterclass with Sam Pollard & Paul Trewartha
13:00 - 14:00 TUTU Legacy Panel
10:30 - 12:00 Masterclass with Sam Pollard & Paul Trewartha
13:00 - 14:00 TUTU Legacy Panel

CAPE Thursday 11 June

TOWN 10:30 - 12:00 Masterclass with Miguel Eek
10:00 - 13:00 Masterclass with Mark Lewis

JOBURG Saturday 13 June
10:30 - 12:00 Masterclass with Miguel Eek

Joburg InReach
RSVP (Free)

Encounters Talks Ticket & RSVP Details

Film&Media
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https://forms.gle/MVpcytpx2iGDNYZ19
https://forms.gle/kiyLEWTjvRFZiiTf9
https://www.webtickets.co.za/v2/event.aspx?itemid=1595255601
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Friday | CAPE
5 June | TOWN

Women as Workers and Warriors
11:00 - 12:30 SAST

Filmmaking as Reparative Practice
13:30 - 15:00 SAST
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Saturday | CAPE
6 June  TOWN

My Tongue Bound Stretches a Map of Sorrow:

Reclaiming Culture as a Restorative Pathway
11:30 - 13:00 SAST

Settling Spirits: The Role of the Storyteller in

Repatriation and Spiritual Justice
13:45 - 15:15 SAST
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Goethe-Institut
119 Jan Smuts Ave, Parkwood, Johannesburg

The first frame is a covenant. What follows is where that covenant is either honoured or broken.
Documentary editing depends on this early stretch of film, a space where the audience is

still deciding whether to give themselves over to the world being built. These minutes carry a
peculiar weight, they must orient without over-explaining, intrigue without manipulating, and
establish trust without begging for it. The editor is, in this sense, a host arranging the room
before the guests arrive, deciding what is seen first, what is withheld, what mood settles into
the walls. Get it right and the audience stops watching and starts inhabiting. Get it wrong

and no amount of brilliant material that follows will fully recover what was lost in those first,
irreplaceable minutes.

Filmmaking and editing in particular can be seen as something closer to healing than to
art-making. To take fragmented footage, disparate voices, broken chronologies, and shape
them into coherent meaning is not so different from what the human psyche does in the long
aftermath of trauma: it searches for narrative, for sequence, for the moment when chaos
becomes story. The editor, in this light, is not merely a craftsperson but a witness, someone
who sits with difficult material long enough to find what is worth preserving, and what must be
let go. Documentary practice especially carries this reparative potential, offering communities,
individuals, and histories the dignity of being seen on their own terms. The edit becomes a
kind of binding, gently holding the fragile edges together with enough care so that something
whole, and honest, can finally emerge.
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Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation
The Old Granary Building, 11 Buitenkant Street, Cape Town

We have the privilege of spending time in the classroom with the TUTU director Sam
Pollard and editor Paul Trewartha. We learn how Sam and Paul shaped this powerful
filmic portrait of the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu, de facto saint of contemporary
South Africa. Sam Pollard, is a renowned editor, director and producer across film

and television, and has worked alongside greats like Spike Lee. His remarkable work
chronicling the Black experience conveys the historical reach of racial injustice and

the enduring power of black freedom struggles. Paul Trewartha is a London based
Documentary editor known for his work on Branson (2022), and The Sparks Brothers
(2021) nominated for 26 awards including the BAFTA Best Documentary. Together, they
will explore the invisible art of the edit.

Join Encounters South African International Documentary Festival for a powerful panel
honouring the life and legacy of Nobel Peace Prize laureate and South African
anti-apartheid struggle theologian, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Leading scholars,
activists and community leaders will reflect on Tutu’s work on truth telling, compassionate
resistance and reconciliation - especially vital in these times of upheaval and division.
We actively reflect on what his vision means for today’s struggles in an increasingly
fragmented world - and channel his spirit to guide us to courageously speak truth to
power, fight empire and inequality with righteous love and resolve to build communities
of equality and peace. Join us for this timely conversation honouring Tutu’s courage,
humour, and enduring call to love.
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Goethe-Institut
119 Jan Smuts Ave, Parkwood, Johannesburg

We have the privilege of spending time in the classroom with the TUTU director Sam
Pollard and editor Paul Trewartha. We learn how Sam and Paul shaped this powerful
filmic portrait of the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu, de facto saint of contemporary
South Africa. Sam Pollard, is a renowned editor, director and producer across film

and television, and has worked alongside greats like Spike Lee. His remarkable work
chronicling the Black experience conveys the historical reach of racial injustice and

the enduring power of black freedom struggles. Paul Trewartha is a London based
Documentary editor known for his work on Branson (2022), and The Sparks Brothers
(2021) nominated for 26 awards including the BAFTA Best Documentary. Together, they
will explore the invisible art of the edit.

Join Encounters South African International Documentary Festival for a powerful panel
honouring the life and legacy of Nobel Peace Prize laureate and South African
anti-apartheid struggle theologian, Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Leading scholars,
activists and community leaders will reflect on Tutu’s work on truth telling, compassionate
resistance and reconciliation - especially vital in these times of upheaval and division.
We actively reflect on what his vision means for today’s struggles in an increasingly
fragmented world - and channel his spirit to guide us to courageously speak truth to
power, fight empire and inequality with righteous love and resolve to build communities
of equality and peace. Join us for this timely conversation honouring Tutu’s courage,
humour, and enduring call to love.
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Thursday | CAPE
11 June | TOWN

Producing the Impossible Film: Masterclass with
Miguel Eek
10:30 - 12:00 SAST
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A workshop designed for filmmakers and producers ready to work at the next level

of documentary storytelling. Through a focused session led by documentary film

and television producer, director and writer Mark Lewis, participants will learn a
documentary production method that can be adapted or borrowed from to make

the filmmaking process easier and more collaborative, especially with platforms like
Netflix. Participants will learn how to shape memory, personal narrative, and first-hand
accounts into compelling cinematic experiences. They will also examine how successful
true crime documentaries use testimony and archives to build emotional depth and
narrative drive. Participants will leave the session with a stronger understanding of the
Netflix documentary landscape.
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Saturday
13 June JOBURG

How to Build a Film in the First Person:
Masterclass with Miguel Eek
10:30 - 12:00 SAST
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South Africa International &i’”gv

Documentary Festival %«
FREE ENTRY

OPENING PARTY

VENUES TO BE ANNOUNCED

(GMFRICA  SATURDAY 6 JUNE KAMVA

JOBURG 8PM - MIDNIGHT . cAPE TOWN



