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	The annual African Critical Inquiry Programme workshop, Revisiting and Reimagining “Imvo Zabantsundu”, took place in Cape Town in March 2026. 
The project was proposed by organisers Athambile Masola (Historical Studies), Litheko Modisane (Film and Media Studies), Sanele kaNtshingana (African Languages), and Wanga Gambushe (African Languages) at University of Cape Town and Sisanda Nkoala (Linguistics) of University of the Western Cape. 

Revisiting and Reimagining “Imvo Zabantsundu” was organised around a two day immersion workshop delving into the newspaper Imvo Zabantsundu, the first Black-owned newspaper in South Africa. Established in 1884 by John Tengo Jabavu (1859–1921), this newspaper not only laid the foundation for Black journalism but also generated a print culture that was challenging the colonial print culture that was emerging in the region. The newspaper has become a cultural artefact many refer to as a pioneering moment but few have engaged with it as a historical, cultural, and political artefact worth revisiting as a living and breathing archive. This ACIP workshop brought together academics, students, journalists, and creatives to reinvigorate the newspaper towards a longer project which will culminate in a book that will revisit Imvo through scholarly and creative responses. This workshop included collective close reading of the newspaper (those available), analyses of changes in the language used over time, as well as a film screening which situates the newspaper within a broader 
intellectual tradition of the world of letters in the southern African region. In a context where English dominates public culture, it has become harder to imagine that South Africa once had a rich culture of multilingual newspapers such as Imvo as well as other newspapers 
[bookmark: _GoBack]that came later, such as Ilanga lase Natali, The Bantu World, and Koranta ea Becoana. This workshop challenged this narrowing of public culture by taking seriously the newspaper as a cultural artefact which can reinvigorate contemporary public culture.
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